
 

 

 

November 6, 2020 

 

Head Coach Ron Rivera 
 

On the receivers Sunday: 

“We’ll see. Again, I don’t have to talk to you guys about [WR] Steven [Sims Jr.] because he’s not active yet. 

But, we’ll have to mix and match and figure out the best way to go. We’ve got some guys we feel pretty 

comfortable with.” 

 

On Giants QB Daniel Jones: 

“Every time he’s on the field, he’s going to make strides, guys. This is a young quarterback who’s going into 

his second season as their starter. Every opportunity he gets, the better he’ll get. That’s just kind of it right now. 

He’s been in [Giants Head Coach] Joe [Judge]’s system for a season, so I think the more he’s in it, the better 

he’s going to get eventually.” 

 

On if this team has an identity yet: 

“Nope. I think we’re still a young football team. We’re still reaching to figure out who we are. I do think we’ve 

got some solid groups, some solid positional groups. We have some potential for some really good unit stuff. 

But we’ll see. Again, an identity isn’t something that you just tag and say this is who you are. You’ve got to go 

out and play. Like you said, we’re barely halfway. We’ll see what comes out of this as we go forward.” 

 

On the timeline of developing an identity: 

“Well, it could come at the end of the year, it could come in the next couple weeks, it could evolve. Again, it’s 

based on certain things. First, to me, it’s based on winning and then the attitude in which you play with.” 

 

On if they will practice outside in December: 

“It was cold in December in Carolina, too. If we can practice outside, we’ll practice outside. Some of it will also 

depend on if we’re playing in a dome stadium or not, too. That’s the other thing we’ll take into account and see 

how it goes. Again, it’s really about the footing and the surface. If the footing and surface is good outside, then 

we’ll stay outside as long as we don’t risk anybody getting injured.” 

 

On RB J.D. McKissic: 

“Well, I think the biggest thing with J.D. is you see his versatility. You see it as a receiver, you see it as a 

runner. He’s a quality back. I think the thing that he’s showing is he can be a first, second and third-down guy. 

Do you want him touching the ball 30 times a game? Probably not if you don’t want him to take that type of 

pounding. But you want the ball in his hands as much as possible. I do think he is a quality football player.” 

 

On injuries leading to opportunities for younger players: 

“It helps you to evaluate the other guys. If Steven Sims doesn’t get hurt, we don’t get to find out what the 

potential is for [WR] Isaiah Wright. That’s the thing that we look at. When you don’t get guys on the field, 

OK—what’s the backlash? What’s the counter to that? Well, the counter to Steven is getting to watch Isaiah. 

We get to watch [WR] Tony Brown. We get to watch [WR] Jeff Badet. These are guys that came in late, Badet 



 

 

and Brown. Both have played for us. Both guys have flashed a little bit. They’ve gotten our attention, and that’s 

the thing they have to do. Like I said the other day, we have maybe between 25 and 28 guys of one, two or three 

years of experience that are out there playing for us. I think that bodes well for your future when you can say: 

‘Hey, we’ve seen these guys on tape. We’ve seen these guys that can be potentially a part of our core as we 

build this football team.’ We can say: ‘Hey, you know what maybe we need to move away from these guys. 

Maybe we need to think about this.’ Again, and it’s been pointed out, we haven’t had who we felt going into the 

season we felt we wanted as our core. That’s the tough thing about guys getting hurt.” 

 

On if he is hopeful RB Bryce Love will return this season:  

“We are. We’re hopeful. He’s had a couple of really good days with the trainers. I think it’s close to getting him 

back out there. Again, he was having a really good camp. He got sore for a little bit, and we just rested him to 

be quite honest. He’s taken advantage of it. He’s done a lot of really good things in the training room. An 

opportunity for us to get him back on the field is coming soon.” 

 

On WR Robert Foster: 

“You see the speed; I can tell you that much. It’s not just necessarily helping the receiving corps, but he’s a 

heck of a special teamer. He’s got some kickoff return ability. He’s got some kick coverage ability. He’s a 

gunner. This is a guy that’s multi-faceted. The biggest thing for him will be whether he’s learning, and that’s 

what we’re hoping that he’s learning our system. We’re integrating him a lot right now because we’ve got a lot 

of guys that are still banged up. But, you see the long speed. That’s one of the things we’ve been talking about 

and looking for, somebody to complement [WR] Terry [McLaurin]’s speed on the other side. We’ll see. Right 

now, he’s not ready to go but we do see that.” 

 

On if there have been conversations about the Presidential Election: 

“No. There really hasn’t, to be honest. The conversation really was seeing guys on Tuesday that have come in, 

that was the conversation. I really haven’t heard it or seen it since then. It was interesting, though, the 

conversations we had prior to it, though. It’s kind of died down. I think the guys are kind of just focusing in on 

getting ready for Sunday.” 

 

On where he has seen growth from QB Kyle Allen: 

“You see the decision making. You probably see a little more consistency. The only thing we’ve been 

concerned about, obviously, is turning the ball over. If you go back and look at the three games he’s played for 

us, you’d probably say he’s done some really good things with the exception of turning the ball over. To him, 

it’s just about protecting the football and continuing to make those good decisions.” 

 

On the Giants run game: 

“Right now, I know they’re struggling with the run game because they just don’t have the health with their 

running backs. That’s probably the biggest thing. Probably the biggest threat to run is their quarterback. That’s 

probably the biggest thing is we’ve got to make sure we’re gap-sound and we are playing our techniques. If 

you’re assigned the quarterback, you’ve got the quarterback.” 

 

On playing music at practice to keep players loose: 

“First, I’ve got to tell everybody to relax. This, like you said, this is a new era. These guys have music playing 

their entire day. It starts from high school to college to where we are today in the NFL. We only play it during 

warmups and individual. Once we get started, we’re focusing back in on the game. That’s really what we’re 

doing. We give them an opportunity to loosen up, while they are getting warmed up, while they’re going 

through individual. That’s when we’ll play it. But once we get started, we cut it off when we get into our actual 



 

 

situational football. As I said, when you go visit some of these colleges and you get a glimpse of some of their 

spring ball, most of these schools’ music starts the second these guys get on the field to the second they get off. 

It's amazing. It’s kind of carried over to our game.” 

 

On if he feels good about their offseason acquisitions’ production this year: 

“Yes. It’s interesting because as we go through the evaluation process of looking at guys, those are the kind of 

guys that you look for. Not that are necessarily overlooked, but in J.D.’s situation and circumstances, he was a 

part of backs. When you took his number of touches, you said: ‘Gosh, if he got X amount of touches more, he’d 

be even more productive.’ That’s what excites you about a guy like that. You look at a guy like [TE] Logan 

[Thomas], you see the height, weight, size and speed and all of that and you go: ‘Wow, this guy’s got the 

athletic fit for what you want.’ But he’s still learning and there’s the potential of growth. In talking with [tight 

ends coach] Pete Hoener, the tight end coach, that’s what he saw is the potential for growth. That’s what you’re 

looking for is a guy who’s on the cusp, that’s ready to take the next step, that really hasn’t had quite the 

opportunity to take the next step. I got that from when I was in Carolina. Dave Gettleman was the GM, and we 

talked about finding those guys that were right on the cusp. If you go back and look at our 2013 team, we had a 

number of guys that were right on the cusp. Mike Mitchell at safety. We had some guys at corner, we had 

offensive linemen, guys that were just right there but never really got that amount of time. That’s what we 

looked for and we found that. We’ve been fortunate, especially with the guys you mentioned with J.D. [G] Wes 

Schweitzer is another guy to throw a name out that you look at and say: ‘There’s a guy that did a good job.’ 

[LB] Kevin Pierre-Louis is one of our linebackers. You look at these guys and say: ‘God, these guys are right 

on the cusp and all they needed was a little bit of an opportunity.’” 

 

On instilling change in younger players: 

“The biggest thing is—and not necessarily when you’ve got a bunch of young guys—it’s about change, but it’s 

really about establishing how you do it. Now, that is the change is that, for first- and second-year guys: ‘OK, 

we’re going to do it this way.’ Well, the change is that we’re no longer doing it the way that it was done here. 

We’re going to do it this way. That’s the only real change. Getting these guys to accept it and buy into it, that’s 

what our task is with the young guys. It’s the older guys that you really have to change, the guys that have been 

here five, six, seven years and say: ‘OK, hey, get past that and start looking at this. This is what’s going to be 

done. This is how you’re going to do it and that’s it.’ For most of those guys, first, second and third-year guys, 

this is something new. This is something different. This is where the change is. For the older guys, there’s a lot 

of habits that have been engrained. Those are the things where the change has to come. For the young guys, I 

think it’s really about getting them to buy into the way that you want it done now.” 

 

On Assistant Offensive Line Coach Travelle Wharton:  

“When I got to Carolina, Travelle was still playing and playing at a very high level. He left in free agency the 

next year, but then we got him back in 2013. What I really like is his commitment to the game. I love his 

approach and attitude to things. He’s very soft-spoken but don’t mistake that for weakness. Just understand that 

he knows what he’s talking about. He had a double-digit career. I think it was 11 years. What happened was 

Travelle actually did an internship probably about five years ago or something like that. Then he went to the 

University of South Carolina, his alma mater, and went there as a graduate assistant. They had a coaching 

shakeup, and he became the O-line coach. When we lost Ray Brown who went to Arizona, we brought Travelle 

in as the full-time assistant and he’s been with us ever since. Very smart, bright young man. He’s got a bright 

future in coaching, in my opinion, just because he’s committed to the game and he works very hard at it.” 

 


