
 
 

Head Coach Ron Rivera  
 
On getting a win on Thanksgiving: 
“It means a lot. It really does. These guys worked hard and played some quality football, especially the last 
few weeks. For them to come out and play one of our divisional rivals—on Thanksgiving, especially—and 
play as well as they did, especially the second half, that’s huge. It really is. I’m very happy for our football 
team.” 
 
On WR Terry McLaurin’s tackle to stop a touchdown: 
“It did because it gave us a chance. That’s all you need, really, is a chance to get the opportunity to do it. 
That’s what they did. Terry gave our defense a chance. Our defense bowed its neck, forced a field goal. We 
were only up by four at that point. But, then the offense went down and scored. A lot of good things and a lot 
of pluses and positives as far as that’s concerned.” 
 
On if the team learning to win came together today: 
“It is. It’s one of the things we talked about at halftime. Then after the game, we talked about exactly that. 
When you get a chance, you’ve got a team down, you’ve got to score. You’ve got to distance yourself from 
them. That’s what they did. They went out and did the things that we talked about. They played physical 
until the end.” 
 
On running trick plays: 
“[Offensive coordinator] Scott [Turner]’s got some innovation. When you watch some of the things that we 
do, some of the things that we work on in practice, you can see the potential for big plays. Using the guys 
and getting them opportunities to use their skills—that’s huge. Doing what he did with [TE] Logan 
[Thomas], that was big. Again, those are the things that we have players with specific skillsets, which we 
need to take advantage of.” 
 
On the trick play with RB J.D. McKissic: 
“It’s a little bit of a trick play. It’s something that we used in Carolina. We actually scored in Carolina on it. 
They had one player that saw the action, and he almost got through and stopped it. Fortunately, J.D. made a 
miss and he got around the right end. The idea is to have J.D. kind of hide behind everybody, take the quick 
snap, hand it to him behind his legs, [QB] Alex [Smith] and the back roll opposite of where everybody else 
was going to kind of pull them along. It was successful. We picked up six yards. Again, a little innovation 
there.” 
 
On the genesis of the trick play: 
“It actually goes back to a movie called Little Giants. I hope I don’t get in trouble, but it’s called the 
‘Annexation of Puerto Rico.’ We nicknamed it the ‘Bumblerooski’ because most of these guys don’t 
understand it. We had to explain it, who Bum Phillips is. We did it to him to determine the ‘Bummer.’” 
 
On watching the movie Little Giants: 
“I did. When you have kids at that age—Courtney, my daughter, loved that movie. We watched it a lot.” 
 
On RB Antonio Gibson: 
“I think he’s still growing. He had some really good runs and, again, popped a couple for touchdowns. He 
scored three today, actually. The thing about him is he’s got so much potential and ability. He’s a lot of fun 



to watch. I’m pretty excited about who he’s developing into. I thought the three running backs all got 
opportunities today and they all took advantage of it. It was a lot of fun to watch.” 
 
On stopping Dallas’s trick plays: 
“I know this, as far as the defense is concerned, I know [defensive coordinator] Jack [Del Rio] and the staff 
talked about the trick plays. We had to be prepared for that, especially in certain points in the game. Again, 
it’s something that—you look at the team’s history and you look at some of the things that they’ve done, you 
go back in and watch a lot of tape and see those things that tell you: ‘Hey, we’ve got to be aware.’ Kudos to 
those guys for preparing. As far as special teams are concerned, looking at what they’ve done this year, 
they’ve run a couple of fakes already and blocks and digs. They’re very active on special teams. We were 
prepared for that. Actually on that fake they ran, our special teams coach had us in one of our prevent 
defenses so that we were really prepared. Then the guys were able to sniff it out.” 
 
On the Little Giants trick play: 
“We ran it against Houston, against the Texans, and it was successful. Scotty was on that staff, so he revived 
it. We worked on it in practice, and it worked in practice, too.” 
 
On special teams being prepared for Dallas’s fake punt: 
“That’s exactly what we talked about was, you look at what [special teams coordinator] Nate [Kaczor] does, 
and he does it every Friday and Saturday. He goes through the potential for fakes and what a team has done 
in the past and when we need to be aware of it. He’s a very thorough coach. He did a really nice job for our 
guys.” 
 
On if the younger players took a step forward today: 
“Most certainly. Again, you look at the blocking up front for [RB] Antonio [Gibson], you look at the 
receivers blocking downfield, the tight ends blocking, all that stuff. You can see it kind of coming together. 
That’s big. For [DE] Montez [Sweat] being a part of a rotation and understanding what we’re trying to get 
out of him as a rotator-defensive end for us. There are 60 plays. We’re hoping he gets about 40 good quality 
plays, and we try to rest him for 20. He seems to eat that up. Again, I think it’s all part of the development of 
our group.” 
 
On S Jeremy Reaves playing free safety today: 
“He did. So did [S] Troy Apke. I think the thing is that we’ve got a couple of young guys that need to get on 
the field. We’ve got to rotate those guys for opportunities. It was good to see those guys get chances and 
watch those guys play.” 
 
On if this win feels like a corner turning: 
“It is, I think. I think we’re getting closer. We’ve got a hell of a test coming up, we really do, getting ready 
for Pittsburgh. That’s a big test. Our guys have to get ready for a heck of a football game against a very, very 
good football team. We’ll see where we are when we get a chance to test ourselves against one of the elites 
right now.” 
 
On the team’s preparedness on a short week: 
“Again, like I said, kudos to the coaches for what they’ve done in terms of preparing our guys. We didn’t 
bombard them this week with a whole bunch of stuff. There was a lot of carryover from last week in game 
plan as well. I think our guys understood that. I think they did a good job in terms of mixing a few things up 
and, again, not overloading them mentally. I thought the guys did a really good job. Because of COVID 
protocols, we’re doing everything in terms of virtual meetings now. To have guys locked in, keyed in and 
doing the things that we need in terms of preparing—that’s cool. It really is. That’s a big deal for me.” 
 
On the team having fun: 
“I think what it does for them is it just kind of makes them hungrier to win. That’s when you’re having fun, 



honestly. I think they’re starting to understand just how important it is to be your best and do your best 
because, again, if you can win games it is a lot of fun. Believe me. They deserve to have them. It’s been a 
strange year, but they’ve worked very hard.” 
 
On McLaurin stopping a Dallas touchdown: 
“The thing about that is when you give a team a chance. Again, that’s all we needed. We needed a chance. I 
thought Jack and the defensive coaches did a nice job with the red zone again. The last few weeks we’ve 
been very good in the red zone. That was an exciting three downs to watch. Again, kudos to our guys for 
keeping them out of the endzone.” 
 
On McLaurin making the play as a captain: 
“That’s exactly it. I think the big thing about it is when you have a guy that can anticipate or expect that type 
of play or type of effort, it says a lot about who he is as a football player and a young man. Again, it doesn’t 
surprise me to be honest with you. When it happened, the first thing I did was I said: ‘Hey, thanks for giving 
us a chance.’ Low and behold, Jack and the defense bowed their neck and forced a field goal.” 
 

QB Alex Smith 
 
On the division and how it feels to get a win on this day: 
“Again, with the division thing, I think there is still so much football left. Not to get ahead of ourselves, I 
think it’s been so nice to just kind of…the sense of urgency we’ve had week-to-week and really kind of 
keeping that. To get two wins in five days is hard in this league, especially coming on the road in a short 
week and juggling the COVID protocol that’s intensified. Our guys did a great job locking in and not letting 
any of that stuff be a distraction. Amazing to come down here and obviously get the opportunity to play on 
Thanksgiving is special and this rivalry even more special. To come down and get a win like we did today 
means a lot. As far as me, it’s hard to put into words. I would have never dreamt in a million years that 
something like this would be happening. [I’m] just thankful for it and make the most of it every day.” 
 
On if the interception and WR Terry McLaurin making the tackle were turning points in the game: 
“I felt like that was a turning point in the game anyway. They pinned us deep, and then when we plugged it 
out of there, we marched. We were already to the 50, and I felt like we had eaten up a little clock. Even at 
that point, I felt like that was a descent win. We changed field position. Obviously even if we had to punt 
there, we were going to pin them deep. Even that, I felt like was a big drive in the game for us. I’ve been 
conscious all week. Their d-line was good and disruptive and can really ruin a game if you let them. We had 
them in man on that. They had brought a 5-man rush, and I was trying to get the ball to Terry across the field 
and just a bit of a miscommunication. Obviously, trying to make a throw with a guy up on you affects the 
flight of the ball. Huge turning point. The one critical error I feel like I wish I had back because like I said, 
even if you eat that one it’s not the end of the world. You’re certainly probably going to punt them deep. 
Thankful for Terry making that tackle and our defense bailing us out – bailing me out – because four points 
at that point in the game was a big changer.”  
 
On TE Logan Thomas: 
“I told him he has a pretty good QB rating right now. It was fun. It’s fun to see the gadget plays and the 
misdirection. It’s a part of football and what better day to run it on than Thanksgiving. To get two of them 
run today and both worked. We do multiple things with Logan. He’s a talented guy. You saw a little bit of 
that the last couple of weeks. Happy for him.” 
 
On what it’s like to be first place in the division: 
“Like I said, I’m not going to get too much into that. I think some of that stuff can be dangerous. We’re in 
the middle of a season. I think we have a good thing going, and I think it’s important to stay short-sided. For 
us, now it’s we get a couple days here to kind of rest up and hope to get healthy and on to the next.” 



 
On the trick play with RB J.D. McKissic: 
“I thought it was a ton of fun and love that it worked. My job was obviously just to kind of hand it off and 
decoy. Like I said, that stuff is fun. Even at this level, guys have fun with that kind of stuff. It’s even more 
fun when it works.” 
 
On what a win like this can do for a young team: 
“I think it can do a lot. I’ve said this many times. I just feel like we’re so young. You can combine that with 
no offseason, new coaching staff, the way the protocols for camp and all year have limited us and so I think 
it’s important that we just kind of continue to keep growing and developing. I really think we’re finding our 
identity and getting better as the weeks have gone on. Wins obviously only help to encourage that and fuel 
that. I think it’s important to kind of keep that going week-to-week and keep developing as the weeks go on.” 
 
On if it’s important to have a variety of wins: 
“Yeah, it’s going to have to be like that because you’re never going to win the same way every week. The 
challenge is different every week, and there are so many ways to win. As a young team, I think that stuff 
when you’re in a lot of these different situations, you just bank them and take them with you. I think those 
are obviously good experiences to have.” 
 
 
 
 


