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Washington Head Coach Ron Rivera 

 

On QB Dwayne Haskins Jr.’s struggles throughout the game: 

“Unfortunately early on he missed some opportunities. When you get chances, you can’t miss them 

and unfortunately we did. That’s the truth about it. We did not play very well. We’ll get a chance 

to look at this tape and see if we’re putting the players in position to have success. We’ve got to 

make sure we‘re doing the things as coaches that we have to do to put our players in position to 

play better and win football games.” 

 

On if he thought about using timeouts at the end of the game to try and get the ball back: 

“No, at that point I don’t want to expose my players to injury. It’s a long season, we’ve got 14 

more games left to play. We’ve got an opportunity to learn and grow and that’s going to be more 

important right now than losing our guys to injury in a situation like that. You’ve got to be careful. 

We lost a guy today (G Brandon Scherff), we’ll see how he is come tomorrow. Again, I’m not 

going to expose guys to certain situations and circumstances.” 

 

On if he knows anything about Scherff’s injury: 

“Other than he’s got a leg injury, no.” 

 

On what can be learned from the loss: 

“There’s a lot to be learned out of this. More so than anything else I think this is a great learning 

experience. We played two teams today, we played them and ourselves. That’s the truth about it. 

We hurt ourselves in that first half if you go back and look at it. We get into third-and-long 

situations and we give up big plays. We take the ball away and we give it right back. We force a 

punt then we fumble the football. We can’t do those things; we’re not experienced enough to do 

it. We’re a good football team, but we’re not experienced enough to overcome helping the other 

team beat you. I told the players today, ‘At the end of the day it’s tough enough to try to beat 

somebody, but when you help them that’s even tougher. ” 

 

On if turnovers in the first half will stick with him forever: 

“It won’t stick with me forever, but again we turned the ball over in a situation where we had the 

ball in the redzone. (Landon) Collins makes a great interception, puts us in position to get the ball 

in the redzone and have a chance, and then we turn it over. It’s something very simple, something 

very basic. I have to look at the tape to see exactly what happened with the pass rush and also what 

(Haskins) saw; what was his read. We’ve got some stuff to look at, but that’s the beauty of it. We’ll 

get an opportunity to study and learn from it.” 

 

On the defensive miscommunication on the Cardinals’ first touchdown: 

“That’s unfortunately exactly what happened. We had coverage and unfortunately a little 

miscommunication on the release. We do certain things off of releases and apparently the two 

players didn’t see it the same. That’s something that we’ve got to get corrected.” 

 

On if he felt there were communication issues on both sides of the ball or if it was just the 

first quarter TD: 
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“As far as I’m concerned, until I get a chance to see the tape I’m going to say right now that’s the 

only one I can see. When I get a chance to break it down and see exactly what happened throughout 

the game, then I can make an assessment.” 

 

On if the defense got worn down by QB Kyler Murray: 

“I don’t think we got worn down. I think you’ve got to give credit to the young man, he’s a heck 

of a football player. When you’re not stopping a phase of their game, they get an opportunity to 

do what they want. When you’re not stopping their run game they can throw the ball. When they 

throw the ball well and you stop it, they can run it. The only time we put them in position was 

when we got them into second- and third-and-long. When you have success you have to sustain it. 

When you get them into a second-and-long situations you can’t allow it to be third-and-three/third-

and-four, now all of a sudden he has more options. As I said, we’ve got to take a look at the tape 

to make sure that we as coaches are putting the player in position to have success as well. This is 

a team game.” 

 

On if he considered going for it on fourth down instead of kicking the field goal for the first 

points: 

“I was considering it but based on certain situations and circumstances I wanted to put points on 

the board. It’s important for me as far as this young team is concerned. We went for a couple of 

fourth downs and got them. We could have easily gone on fourth down and if we failed and don’t 

score, I wanted to give our guys something to have a little enthusiasm about and that’s why I 

elected to take the points at that point and time in the game. At that point we were being shut out, 

and that’s the one thing I don’t want these guys to have to feel is have to deal with being shut out.” 

 

On if he thinks having a normal offseason would have changed his play calling and timeout 

tactics at the end of the game: 

“No, I don’t. I don’t want to expose my guys to certain injuries in certain situations. At that point 

its fruitless to go out there and expose guys to getting hurt. If I felt the game was closer and in-

hand, yeah I probably would have done it, but I’m not going to do that. To me that doesn’t make 

sense. I’ve played this game as well as coached it and I’ve seen guys try to do things, call timeout, 

and run a play and somebody gets hurt. That to me is counterproductive to what we’re trying to 

do. We’re trying to develop a football team and give guys opportunities to play. I’d hate to lose a 

guy in a situation like that and lose the game.” 

 

On if he has noticed a common thread between last week’s slow start and today’s: 

“Yeah, we turn the ball over. You can’t turn the ball over. We made mistakes. It’s one of those 

things where we have to sustain the success we have. I’ve said it and said it again, if you get 

second-and-one – we had three second-and-ones in the first half – and each time, the next play we 

did not succeed. Second-and-one you want to at least get to third-and-one instead of getting 

second-and-four/second-and-five. You have to sustain success. We did the same thing on defense. 

We had third-and-long a couple of times and then we gave up a pass play and they got a first-

down. We have to learn to be consistent. These are growing pains, guys. We won a game last 

week, everybody’s excited. I was excited, I’m enthusiastic because I think we have a good football 
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team. We just have a lot to learn. We’re a young team, and that’s the way it is, that’s the truth of 

the matter.” 

 

On what he was most disappointed by: 

“The mistakes we made: The turnovers on offense, getting second-and-one a few times and not 

converting. It would have been great to go from second-and-one to first-and-10, because now you 

feel like you’ve created a little momentum. Defensively, it was the inconsistency of getting the 

second-and-longs instead of being in second-and-short/third-and-short. Part of it is, in my opinion, 

if you make (Murray) have to stand back there and read through his progressions on second-and-

long/third-and-long, that’s a different game. If you give him an option to use his athleticism and 

ability, now you’re hanging on. As I’ve said, he’s a dynamic young football player.” 

 

On what is the hardest part of building offensive consistency: 

“I think it’s about experience. The more experience we get, the better we understand how to do 

plays. We’ve always felt that it takes a play or 5,000 reps to really get an understanding and a feel 

for how you’re supposed to do it. We’ve got a long way to go in terms of learning and 

understanding what it takes. We get into a second-and-one situation and we call a specific play 

and the defense throws something at you and you’ve got to react a specific way. We’re not quite 

there right now. Again, we’ll see. We’ve got a chance to really break the tape down, look at what 

happened, and talk about the opportunities we have. I don’t want to put this on anyone else other 

than to say that we as coaches have to take a look at what we’re doing to make sure we’re doing 

things to help the players.” 

 

On what he heard from his team on the 12-men on the field challenge: 

“I heard he didn’t get off on the far side. It was kind of hard to see but one of my guys said, ‘he 

didn’t get off.’ I figured we might as well see if that’s exactly what happened so I called the 

challenge. I couldn’t tell just from looking but when somebody said, ‘I think he’s still on coach’ I 

threw the flag.” 

 

On if he can use the offensive success in the fourth quarter to carry over momentum or if the 

score overshadowed it: 

“No it doesn’t, it’s an opportunity to learn from. I told the players this is a great opportunity to 

learn. You’re not going to win all the bouts. You get in a fight every now and then, you’re not 

going to win them all. You have to learn from them and that’s what we’re going to do. We’re going 

to go back, we’re going to watch the tape, we’re going to scrutinize the calls, scrutinize the players, 

and we’ll all be judged on what happened. This is history, there’s nothing we can do about what 

just happened other than learn from it. If we don’t learn from this then we just wasted an 

opportunity. That’s what Monday afternoon will be when we get back. We’ll sit down with the 

players, we’ll watch the tape, we’ll talk about the game, the corrections that need to be made, and 

we’ll move forward. We’ve got to start getting ready for Cleveland. In the meantime, this is history. 

We’re going to learn from history, we’re going to learn to correct things, get better, and continue 

to grow. This is one football game and we’ve got 14 left to play.” 

 

 



ARIZONA CARDINALS VS. WASHINGTON FOOTBALL TEAM 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

 

 

On not getting a planned IV at halftime and what his message to the team was: 

“For the most part, I was drinking a lot of Gatorade and water on the sideline. I’ve always kind of 

learned as a player that when you feel like you’ve got to use the bathroom at halftime that means 

you’re hydrated. So I felt pretty good. It wasn’t hot out there like it was last Sunday. I felt pretty 

good going in so I skipped it. My message to the guys was, ‘hey, there’s nothing we can do about 

the first half. We’ll learn from it, but we have an opportunity to go out and play some football and 

see what happens.’ I really wanted to see what was going to happen, and I thought some of our 

guys bowed their necks and stepped up. Unfortunately we missed a couple opportunities to stop 

them, we had a couple of opportunities to get the ball, and we had a couple of opportunities to 

score. We’re going to grow from it.” 

 

On his impression of G Wes Schweitzer stepping in at RG: 

“I love him. I think he is a good, physical football player. I got an opportunity to evaluate and see 

if he’s exactly what I think he is. He’s a guy that hasn’t had a lot of opportunities because he was 

injured during camp for about a week. He missed some practice time, but he’s come back and 

worked himself into position. I think he will do a good job for us in lieu of (Scherff), if that’s what 

the case is.” 

 

Washington QB Dwayne Haskins Jr. 

 

On his day overall, the slow start and more success at the end of the game: 

“Start of the game, we were just trying to figure out how we wanted to attack the defense. In film 

we saw a lot of cover 3 and cover 4. In the first half of the game, I saw a lot of man coverage, so I 

had to figure out how we wanted to attack them.” 

 

On how rough it was to lose G Brandon Scherff: 

“It was definitely devastating. He’s one of the leaders of our team and a great player. We’ll have 

to do the best we can to make up for that.” 

 

On if there were moments that he could see that there is still growing to do as an offense: 

“For sure. We did the same thing last week. We’re not expecting right now to beat the Chiefs. We 

want to beat the Chiefs. The biggest thing is that we have to come in each week knowing that we 

have to be the best that we can be, as long as we’re accountable and everyone owns up to their 

mistakes. It wasn’t perfect by any means, but it’s part of the game. There are lessons that we can 

learn from today, from last week and how we started, and we can try and make the changes for 

next week.” 

 

On if there is one play running through his mind: 

“I wouldn’t say there is a specific throw or play. There were times where I knew we should have 

converted on third (down) or made a better throw to Terry (McLaurin), but you can’t get hung up, 

‘I should have made this play or should have made that play.’ It’s about making the plays when 

you have the opportunities to make them, and we didn’t. You have to be able to capitalize on the 

mistakes made by the defense. Me and Terry had a great conversation after the game. This is a 
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process, and we want to win and aren’t going to quit at all. But we have to trust in each other, trust 

in the scheme and trust in what we are doing.” 

 

On what it feels like when decisions are being made on the field for a bigger picture instead 

of to win right now: 

“It’s out of my control. The biggest thing I can do is to try to keep the guys into the game, keeping 

the guys upbeat, being a positive influence on the off the field despite what’s going on, on the 

field. Trying to find that happy medium of guys being frustrated wanting to win and guys finding 

ways to win. There are things that coaches do, and that’s what the coach wants to do. It’s the 

process of playing on a football team. This is something that we’ll continue to learn and grow 

from.” 

 

On finding his rhythm later in the game: 

“We got on the ball in a quick tempo in a quick game. Trying to figure out ways to get meshes and 

slants, getting Terry one-on-one in coverage. Once it turned into a chess game, and they played 

man coverage, we had to call plays to get certain guys open and we started to figure that out as the 

game went on. The biggest thing is trust in the guys, trust in Terry. He made some great plays 

today. Just try to build on the good plays and put it all together.” 

 

On if the Cardinals were doing anything to take WR Terry McLaurin away: 

“We were just expecting cover 3 and cover 4. So, when we did get man coverage, it wasn’t a 

surprise, but we weren’t expecting it until third down. Once we got adjusted to that we got to a 

point where we got to the ball, and we were in man coverage matchups and them basically asking 

us to beat them, and we didn’t.” 

 

On if he thought he could have done anything differently on the fumble at the 10-yard line: 

“I couldn’t really do much at all. I’ve gone over that play multiple times in my head and watched 

the Surface cloud clips. Sometimes the defense makes really good plays. They matched up pretty 

well. Chandler Jones made a hell of a play on the ball. I don’t know how it happened. But it just 

happens, they are good players too.” 

 

On the running game getting better in the second half: 

“I think they just had an attitude of being tougher than the guy ahead of you or the guy in front of 

you. We’re starting to figure out that we can move the ball and change the line of scrimmage, run 

hard and they can’t tackle us. We started to run the ball better. We just have to find a way of getting 

to that mentality earlier.” 

 

 


