
 
 

WASHINGTON HEAD COACH RON RIVERA  
 
On S Landon Collins and DE Montez Sweat:  
“I don’t know much about either of them. I haven’t talked to [Head Athletic Trainer] Ryan Vermillion. I’ll 
talk to him after the game just to get clarification on everything. I didn’t know there was anything with 
Montez.” 
 
On having players step up on offense: 
“I think so. I think people are sleeping on [TE] Logan [Thomas], mostly because Logan is just learning to 
play the position. He’s a guy who was a quarterback in college who they’ve been trying to transition the last 
couple years. Detroit had him at tight end. We got a chance to watch his tape. I know Pete Hoener, our tight 
ends coach, really liked him and really pushed for him and has really worked with him and helped develop 
him. He’s done a heck of a job. Logan, I think, is a guy that can continue to grow in his role for us. I’m 
pretty excited about that. I think [RB] Antonio [Gibson] with the other complementary backs that we have. If 
those three guys continue to work the way they do and progress and we get the offensive line play that we’ve 
had, we have a chance. We do. We’re starting to learn. The last couple weeks were pretty good for us. We’ll 
see what happens next week after the bye.” 
 
On if he’s seen consistency on the defense: 
“I think so. I think the last few weeks have been pretty good. Once we’ve settled in, the nice thing is we’ve 
started fast the last couple times and I think that’s helped us as a football team. It does show you sometimes 
when you can put points on the board what you can do and how it kind of complements each other. 
Hopefully, the things we’ve seen, we can continue to build off of.” 
 
On RB Antonio Gibson:  
“I think he’s gotten more and more confident as a guy coming out of the backfield as far as having to run 
inside. We saw him running off the edges for the most part coming out of college. They ran the jet sweeps 
with him. They did line him up in the backfield. For the most part he was running off tackle, he was running 
inside zone plays. We have him running plants and traps and counters and powers that are kind of more 
inside. He seems to be learning that more and more and getting better with it.” 
 
On what he attributes the offensive success this week to: 
“Well, I think part of it is we were able to run the ball successfully, which kind of helped out. I do like the 
way our guys compete out there and work in practice. There were some things that [offensive coordinator] 
Scott [Turner] thought we could do with the group of guys we have. We tried to spread the ball around. The 
tight end was effective for us today. [WR] Terry [McLaurin] had a really good day. It really was an excellent 
game to watch, and he played really well. I’m very happy for Terry. We just have guys that will go out and 
compete and do the best they can. We’ll see how it goes.” 
 
On the importance of this win: 
“I think it was very important, especially because we have another division opponent coming up after the 
bye. It’s an opportunity for us to hopefully hunker in and play well and see what happens and come out on 
the right side of that. We can be right in the thick of what’s happening in our division. We have one of the 
tiebreakers right now over the team that’s leading the division, but they’ve got a half game lead on us. So, 
who knows? Again, we’ll see. We’ll compete and we’ll work hard to get things done.” 
 



On TE Logan Thomas: 
“He’s a very smart football player, so he understands things. As he learns our offense and puts that into his 
own mental frame, as he goes through his route progressions and things like that, he can understand what he 
has to do. Because of that and being a smarter player, he knows who to run away from. He knows where his 
leverage is coming from. So, the more and more comfortable he gets, the smarter he is, I think the better he’ll 
play.” 
 
On connecting downfield: 
“It was good. It really was. I will say this: one thing [QB] Kyle [Allen] is not afraid to do is throw the ball 
deep. As he goes through his progression and he gets a chance to hitch it and take that step into it, he’ll let it 
sling. That’s one thing about him is that. Every now and then he’ll get a little careful and choke the ball one 
time when I think he’ll be throwing it, but again, he’s the one out there on the field, not me.” 
 
On the atmosphere of today’s rivalry game: 
“It was kind of fun. It was kind of cool because pregame I got the chance to see [Dallas Cowboys Owner] 
Mr. [Jerry] Jones and [Dallas Executive Vice President] Stephen Jones and had an opportunity to talk to 
them. That kind brought up some of the juices of the rivalry. Then, quite honestly, once you line up and start 
playing, I really didn’t think about the fans as much as I was thinking about the friends and family behind us. 
I thought they did a nice job. I thought they were pretty loud. I thought it kind of helped me out a little bit. I 
can’t wait to experience it at home with a packed stadium when it means something.” 
 
On LB Jon Bostic’s hit of Cowboys QB Andy Dalton: 
“I’ve got to see it on tape. I saw it, but you’d like to tell Jon he’s got to be smarter than that. He’s a veteran 
guy that knows. It’s unfortunate because we had a three-and-out right there they could’ve had to punt. We 
could’ve gotten the ball back sooner. Jon’s a savvy, veteran guy and that’s a mistake that he shouldn’t make. 
It’s unfortunate. Fortunately enough for us, it didn’t hurt us.” 
 
On the team responding to what he is asking for: 
“I think the biggest thing is it just shows them what they’re capable of doing. That’s probably the biggest 
thing. When you challenge these guys, they find out exactly what they can do. If they realize and see what 
they can do and they’re capable of it, it gives them confidence going forward. That’s what we’re trying to 
build here. We’re trying to build a culture and part of it is just playing with confidence and understanding 
how important it is to play with confidence.” 
 
On the improvement on third down: 
“The biggest thing is because we were good on first and second down. We put ourselves in a lot of third-and-
4, third-and-3, third-and-2. Now, we get the opportunity to go run or pass. When you can do that and you get 
the right look, you can throw it, or you get the right look, and you can run it. That helps. I think that’s 
probably one of the biggest things is we’ve got to be good on first and second down if we expect to have a 
chance to be even better on third downs.” 
 
On the team buying into the culture: 
“I hope they are. I really do because it’s a good group of young men. They work hard, they really do. They 
work hard, they do the things that we ask of them. This whole pandemic thing has been a little bit different. 
It’s going to be tough on them coming up because of the bye week, but yet they still have to test daily. The 
one nice thing is they won’t have to eat off of plastic plates and forks the next few days. They’ll go home and 
enjoy a meal off of real plates and stuff like that. Again, just really proud of who are guys are and what 
they’ve done.” 
 
On how the offensive line performed: 
“I think they’ve held up very well. One thing we are confident and comfortable in is our backups. I think we 
did a nice job with it. We kept 10 offensive linemen for the most part. Any of those 10 guys, I believe, could 



start and that’s a huge plus. We’ve got some veteran guys that have played and played real snaps for some 
teams that we’ve brought in and put them in play. We gave them an opportunity today. [T Cornelius] Lucas 
came in and, I thought, did a great job at left tackle for us. He’s a big, long guy that just did a nice job. When 
you have those kinds of players, it’s exciting.”  
 
On LB Cole Holcomb: 
“I thought Cole was excellent. He was all over the field making plays. He made plays on special teams as 
well. A guy like that we missed. It’s good to have him back on the field, being productive and making things 
happen.” 
 
On if he emphasized the opportunity to succeed against the Cowboys’ injured offensive line: 
“No, you don’t. You don’t because they’re professionals and it doesn’t matter. We were injury-ravaged on 
our offensive line, too. You go about your business, you prepare, you prepare for what you do and then you 
go out and let the chips fall where they may. I’ve been through it too many times where guys are like: ‘Oh, 
they’re beat up here, they’re beat up there,’ and then they kick your butt. I don’t do that. I don’t emphasize 
that, I don’t talk about that. I don’t want players going into the game overconfident. I want players at their 
best and prepared, so I don’t make a good deal about that.” 
 
On getting the first-quarter safety after not getting the fourth-down conversion: 
“It was tough because Kyle really felt he crossed. We thought he crossed. But you can’t see the ball in the 
shot that we were looking at so I couldn’t challnege. When you get back into that situation, you want to be 
able to hold them. It was good. It was good to get that safety and kind of give us back that momentum that 
we had gained and gotten ourselves with early. I think that really was a boost.”  
 
On finding a supporting cast on offense: 
“It’s very important. Again, one of the things that we’ve gone by is you have to identify your quarterback, 
who’s your starting quarterback, and then you’ve got to put playmakers around him and you’ve got to put 
people around him to protect him. If you don’t have any of those two, it’s going to be very hard. It goes all 
the way back to what happened with the Pittsburgh Steelers and when they did that with Terry Bradshaw. Go 
look at that. They were able to protect him and they had playmakers around him. That’s really how—if you 
go around and look at some of these teams today and some of these teams in the past, they’ve been able to 
protect their franchise quarterback. We’ve got to be able to do that, too. So right now, it is important to make 
sure we’ve got the right kind of pieces. I feel very comfortable with some of the pieces we have, but we need 
more. We’re going to continue to work and develop them. Hopefully, our guys can continue to work and 
grow as a football team.” 
 
 

QB Kyle Allen 
 
On having the best game of the season despite things working against them: 
“Yeah, I think we established the run game early, which was huge for us. You know, it's something that we 
hadn't really done in previous games and come out committed to the run. We established it earlier. Our 
running backs, our O-line did so well today. And it just opens up everything else for us so to get that started 
you know, obviously you guys just had Antonio [Gibson] up, here he had a great game but all the backs ran 
the ball really well today the O-line blocked it really well today, and just opens up everything for us so that 
was a huge part of it.” 
 
On making plays that weren’t made earlier in the season: 
“Yeah, that's what you need, you got to establish the run game first before you're going to get those shots. 
Teams got to respect the run game to get those shots. So, you know, that one to Logan [Thomas] was huge. It 



was a great catch by him and, and then Terry [McLaurin] just left the corner today so those shots were huge 
and something we came into the week we knew we needed to have some explosive plays.” 
 
On successful third downs this game and last game: 
“I mean last game we were really good on third downs. We're at eight for 15, over 50 percent, and this game 
we were too. I think it's really important. It's something that I know I practice on third downs and so today 
we're really good on third down running the ball and throwing the ball. It's a huge part of winning games.” 
 
On success with the two running back sets: 
“We were banged up at receiver this week so we knew coming into this game we were going to need to be in 
more than 21 personnel set, those two back sets so there was a lot put on them this week. They were going to 
have to play a huge part in this game. And I think it's good for us. We're going to major in it some and, and 
we're going to major in a lot of different things, but especially this week with the receivers being banged up, 
it was huge for them to step up. They did their jobs, we were banged up at receiver. We had a couple young 
guys come up. We needed to give some slot guys some rest and JD [McKissic] can play that F position. He 
can play that slot and you can do a lot of the things that they can do. And we can also build some special 
things around those packages too. And so they just, I mean we schemed it up this week they did their jobs 
and they really did well.” 
 
On Terry McLaurin’s touchdown and how he talked with Trevon Diggs all game: 
“Yeah, I mean there jawing all game. You know, I think it's just too big-time competitors. Trevon Diggs is 
going to be a good player in this league for a long time, and he's a good player but, I'm sure it felt great for 
Terry [McLaurin] to be talking then the next play go up and get one.” 
 
On how he feels from his first game last December to now: 
“It's similar, you know, it's always good. The first one obviously always knocks off a little bit of the rust. But 
it's just figuring this team out, figuring out who we are. We're starting to get a little bit of an identity. For me 
coming in here I just knew it’s a tough year for us. This division is wide open and we're fighting to figure out 
who we are as a team, so for me I just wanted to go out on the field every week like I get the opportunity to 
give it everything I got. Fight to the last minute. I mean you saw that last week in New York. You know, we 
made some mistakes but we fought for the last minute and this week we came out strong but we were 
fighting the whole game. You saw those drives at the end of the fourth quarter where we were running the 
ball and we were getting first downs and they knew we were going to run the ball. And so I think that is kind 
of a testament to what this team is trending towards.” 
 
On Terry McLaurin’s impact this season: 
“I challenged Terry [McLaurin] earlier in the year to be a leader, because he's got it in him. He's a game 
breaker player, but he also cares a lot. There's a lot of really good receivers in this league who don't care as 
much as Terry [McLaurin] does and you can tell that he wants to be a leader. He wants to win, he doesn't 
want to just get his, he wants to win and so I think Terry has really stepped up, just from the leadership 
position. Like you said, there's a lot of turnover in the receiver room but he's that steady piece. Whoever we 
got in there in the game he's going to make sure they're right.” 
 
On the team’s identity: 
“It's just the toughness. I think it's a grid, you know. It starts with our head coach. Our head coach is going 
through cancer right now. It's getting treatment, he’s getting chemo, and then he’s showing up the next day at 
work. He’s setting the example for us and it's right in front of our eyes and. And I just want to do my part 
and I think everyone on this team wants to do their part too and transfer that onto the field. You want to see 
that toughness, you want to see that, grit, you want to see that fight. And there's going to be mistakes made. 
We're a young team and new coaching staff but we can overcome those mistakes by fighting hard and 
playing four quarters.” 
 



On the division in the second half of the season: 
“I don't want to look forward that much yet. That was week seven and we’re two and five going into bye 
week. We're blessed to even be in this position at two and five. So I think us as a team, we're just we're just 
taking it one game at a time. And, and trying to figure out our next opponent. Our next one is New York 
again, and we're going to try and find a way to beat them.” 
 
On his mobility and how it could be overlooked by opponents: 
“It might be. I don't know how opponents think of me but I know it's part of playing the quarterback position. 
If you're able to do it, you need to do it. You saw you saw Andy [Dalton] make a couple plays with his legs 
today too. When it all breaks down in the protection, it's your job to make a play, make something happen. 
So it's just part of the game.” 
 
On how he feels smarter this game than in previous games: 
“It's part of the it's part of playing quarterback too, it’s game management. There were some plays where I 
got flushed from the pocket and there wasn't anything there and threw it away. You try to do as much as that 
every game as you can. You try and manage the situations and keep your team in plus situations and not turn 
the ball over and not take big sacks and things like that. So it's all part of managing the game as a 
quarterback.” 
 
On changes in Antonio Gibson in the past weeks: 
“I think there's a gain in confidence for him. I think he played a ton of receiver in college and some running 
back and for him to be mainly featured as a running back here, I think it's just taking reps for him which is 
totally understandable. And I think the more reps he gets, the more he sees things better, the more confident 
cuts he makes, and he's just improving every week. He's a great player, he ran for a ton of yards today and 
he's just going to keep getting better.” 
 

RB Antonio Gibson 
 
On progression of his run game throughout the season: 
“I'm just learning the game, you know, starting to get a feel for each and every game. It’s new to me to get as 
many reps at running back. So, just learning every week, know when my blockers are going so I can you 
know kind of anticipate where I need to go before the play actually happens and it helps a lot. So, you know 
just being patient and trusting my blockers, is where I feel like I grew at in the past two weeks.”  
 
On change in playing style since college:  
“I'm definitely, I was a receiver most of the time and when I got the ball running back it was mostly outside 
zone. So, it's definitely a new ballgame for me I get beat up a little bit more, but I can take it. It's not too 
much of a beating on me. Just something I have to get used to.” 
 
On what does it mean for you as a rookie to be a centerfold part of offense: 
“You know, it just shows that they trust in me and believe in what I can do. Just being able to help out it's 
kind of a blessing. With the linemen we have and the running back group that we have, you know, we didn't 
get down on ourselves we just went to the drawing board and said, All right, this is what we need to work on 
and we focused on that. We've been having two weeks of good practice, which led to an okay game and this 
game we showed it out more and came up with a W. So, I feel like we just improve each week. You know 
what we do best.” 
 
On the 40-yard run early in the game: 
I peeked over when I got lined up to see if he was in a nine or like a six or five. He was in a six, so I knew it 
was hidden outside. When I got the outside kind of got my kid block outside and then I had my inside block 
set, so I just hit the hole and then after that we'll just run an open field. I feel like I kind of made too many 



moves in the open field should have just ran to the right to get into the end zone. But it was a good explosive 
play right there.  
 
On touchdown early in the game & celebration:  
“That was a LeBron James chalk toss at the end there, but my guys got on blocks. They fit where they 
needed to fit and Opened up clearly for me, and I just finished the run and running straight through the end 
zone blowing my shoulder at the end. And Lebron won the championship so special shoutout to him. 
 
On running back taking more hits: 
“I feel good right now I know I will feel it tomorrow but as of right now I feel good.” 
 

TE Logan Thomas 
 
On his role on offense: 
“I’m just thankful to be a part of it, out there having a great time. I’m just trying to be a great teammate and 
do my job.” 
 
On if he has improved as a player: 
“I always feel like I’ve made plays in the passing game, it’s just been the run game that I’m learning from. 
I’ve always felt comfortable in that regard, it’s just the run game I’m starting to learn and get better and 
better.” 
 
On what worked for him today: 
“Me and [QB] Kyle [Allen] are on a good page. I made plays when they were available. I dropped that one 
last week on the seven, then I came back and made the same play this week on the seven. It’s really just 
making plays is what it comes down to.” 
 
On this offense’s ceiling: 
“I’m not sure what the ceiling is, but I know we’ve been clicking the last two weeks. Last week we had a 
good week, obviously we had five drives of 12 plays or more. You can’t do that unless you’re clicking. This 
week we put some points on the board in the first half. The second half I wish we would’ve put some more 
on, but we were playing well and moving the ball well. I’m feeling comfortable, feeling confident and I feel 
like our preparation has gotten better as the season has gone on as well.” 
 
On if RB Antonio Gibson is feeling more comfortable: 
“Yeah, I think he’s trusting his reads. When he makes the decision to hit the hole, he’s hitting it and hitting it 
hard and breaking arm tackles and bouncing off people and going. I’m proud of him. I’m proud to see where 
he started and where he’s at now. He just needs to keep going forward because there’s no ceiling for that 
guy.” 
 
On his touchdown celebration: 
“No, I wasn’t trying to be too protective. I was just trying to take it to the sideline and that’s it. I told [G] 
Wes [Schweitzer] my next one is his, though.” 
 

WR TERRY McLAURIN 
 

On Dallas CB Trevon Diggs: 
“He's a competitive player, it wasn't really anything personal. I probably will just keep the details on the 
field, but I'm a competitive person as well. For the most part, I'm pretty calm throughout the game where you 
kind of poke at me a little bit it and that kind of ups my play and my energy a little bit more. Then it just so 
happened that the next play was being called, so I knew we were going to get the look. I knew he was going 



to be sitting, and I just wanted to clear his hands. When I got to the junction point and Kyle [Allen] threw a 
great ball and the offensive line held up great. I just wanted to run under and make a play for our team, so 
I'm going to bring it every week and I know I'm going get the DBs best shot as well. I am going to try to 
keep a cooler head, but I'm a really competitive guy so that was kind of what that was about.”  
 
On Diggs after he scored the touchdown:  
“Nah. It wasn't too much after that and we spoke after the game and I like his game. I like his confidence. I 
know it’s his first year in the league. There wasn't a whole lot of talking after that, but I just wanted to try to 
make a play for our team and try to keep it going throughout the rest of that game.”  
 
On if he feels like this win can be a turning point in the season:  
“Yeah, I feel like we have to compartmentalize this. We had a great week of practice. First of all, I feel like 
last week was a great week of practice, but we still had those little mistakes turnovers and some other 
mistakes. Today was the first time I felt like all season we played complimentary four quarters of football. 
Offense converted on some third downs; our offensive line controlled the line of scrimmage. We hit big 
plays. We ran the ball great. Defense got some stops and some turnovers. Special teams flipped the field. If 
you want to win in this league, that's what you have to do consistently and it starts with the way you execute 
in practice. I feel like the way we came in this week and just trying to build on what we did last week, even 
though we didn’t get the win is what propelled us this weekend. We have to do that going forward because 
now we're in the thick of things. We have to get some guys back healthy and get ready for the stretch of the 
season.”  
 
On the run game today:  
“I feel like it starts with the run game and I'm a big believer in the trenches is what wins games from the 
offensive line to the defensive line. You have to control that. I felt like our offensive line played phenomenal, 
and AG [Antonio Gibson] just took the ball and he ran. He ran decisive this week. I felt like that is one of the 
biggest things he's improving on. His vision is improving each and every week and the way he's running the 
ball is great behind our offensive line and we have to continue to build on that. It helps our play action game. 
It helps a lot of our offensive plays when we run the ball really well.”  
 
On the win:  
“It feels great. But now we've set the bar, we’ve set the standard. We know what that looks like now. We 
know every week is not going to be perfect, but we have weeks like this against good football teams and it’s 
in your division. It gives you a lot of confidence as a football team and we just have to build on that going 
forward going into this bye week. We can learn from what we didn't do great this week and get ready for 
another division game at home after this bye week. There's no time to kind of celebrate everything, it's nice 
that we have this bye week coming up, but we set that bar really high. And we have to live up to that and that 
starts with how we prepare and come out and practice.”  
 
On how players having career games helps the offense:  
“It opens up everything for us. I feel like the playbook is really opening up more and more, the more we 
execute. And the way Kyle [Allen] is executing and given us confidence each and every week, he's playing 
really well right now. And you know guys like AG [Antonio Gibson] and J.D. [McKissic] and Logan 
[Thomas] made some big third downs on some 50-50 balls. We have to have that going forward so that 
defenses can’t key on just one guy or one tendency that we may have. We're going to get more and more 
guys involved, Cam [Sims] had a big catch today as well. Getting more and more guys involved that just 
makes teams have to prepare for more things coming out.”  
 

LB COLE HOLCOMB 
 
On his interception:  



“I knew I was getting an angle route on that play, and I knew if I got beat on this angle route my coaches 
would have me go sit on the sidelines. So when he threw it behind him a little bit, I was very thankful. You 
can put it that way. It just popped up right to me. I was fortunate to make that play.” 
 
On if his angle play was a result of trusting his speed in coverage: 
“I was just patient on a play. I was waiting for it to come.” 
 
On his sack when he ran through Cowboys RB Ezekiel Elliott: 
“We were bringing that pressure to me and [CB] Fabian Moreau inside. I am supposed to be fitting inside the 
back on that and I saw guard fin out the hand, so I knew [RB] Ezekiel Elliott was probably going to come 
back in on me. I saw [QB] Andy Dalton so close. I was like ‘man I can’t not get blocked my Ezekiel’. So I 
tried to put hands on him and ended up finishing on the quarterback.” 
 
On learning from past mistakes: 
“Yeah, I mean, definitely made that an emphasis in the offseason of targeting, where to target on the 
quarterback. Honestly, you just got to go for it and not be afraid to make a mistake. And now the biggest 
thing, just pull the pin.” 
 
On the defensive performance the last few weeks:  
“I mean, I think it is just accountability. Like guys just started taking accountability for what is going on. 
Their trying to do their job on each play. I think it just came down to this week, we have improved that area 
and have been more consistent. I think the past weeks, we played really well in spurts and then finally 
starting to get a more consistent basis with the team and just keep pushing like that. Keep building off it.” 
 
On what it means to have a game like this: 
“It is definitely a great thing to go into a bye week with this, with a win like this. Just trying to build off it as 
much as possible. It was a good feeling. It definitely makes the game a lot more fun when you have a lead 
and you know your offensive is playing well, your defense is playing well too. Special teams is playing well 
too. So when everyone is firing on all cylinders, man, we can be a good team. I think this is playing 
complimentary football and being able to count on every phase to produce makes it fun.” 
 


